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Marc-Antoine Charpentier (1643-1704),
Messe de Minuit sur des airs de Noél (Midnight Mass)

Charpentier spent much of his career writing sacred and secular works for
performance at the court of Louis XIV, the 'Sun King'. Composed around 1690, The
Mass draws on the melodies of French Christmas carols, or noéls, dating from the
Middle Ages. 'In England carols were more often sung than played, but in France
noéls figured prominently in the substantial French organ repertoire. Altogether [in
the Mass] there are eleven noéls, most of which are dance-like in character, reflecting
the carol’s secular origins.' [John Bawden www.choirs.org.uk]

In tonight's concert the movements of the Mass are interspersed with performances
of works by Vaughan Williams , Rachmaninov and Purcell.

Messe de Minuit: Kyrie, Gloria

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Fantasia on Christmas Carols (1912)

Messe de Minuit: Credo
Sergei Rachmaninov (1873-1943)
Sonata in G minor for cello and piano (1901)

second movement: allegro scherzando

Henry Purcell (1659-1695)
The Frost Scene: King Arthur Act 3 scene 2

Messe de Minuit: Sanctus and Benedictus, Agnus Dei

Loretta Hopkins soprano
Roger Bloomfield bass-baritone
Agnieszka Teodorowska cello
Antony Gray piano
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